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May 23, 2011
The President
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500
The Honorable Harry Reid The Honorable John Boehner
Majority Leader Speaker of the House:
United States Senate U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20510 Washington, D.C. 20515
The Honorable Mitch McConnell The Honorable Nancy Pelosi
Minority Leader Mmonty Leader
United States Senate U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20510 Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Mr. President, Majority Leader Reid, Speaker Boehner, Minority Leader McConnell, and
Minority. Leader Pelosi:

In an ever-competitive, global economy, it is important that the United States act on new
and expanded trade agreements in order to ‘achieve greater economic prosperity through
international trade. Three such agreements: appear to be near at hand and we offer
bipartisan support for the South Korean, Colomibian, and Panamanian trade agreements. In
addition; we also encourage support for the Trade Ad}ustment Assistance (TAA) program
and urge Congress to once again grant fast-track trade negotiation authotity to the
President.

As the chief executives of our respective states and territories, we appreciate how important
international trade and investment are to the economic vitality of our jurisdictions,
presenting am;)orf:ant opportunities for workers, and enhancing our overall competitiveness.
Export-related jobs pay better than non- exportmg industries and, with nearly 95 percent of
the world’s consumers living outside of the U.S., exports have been the focus of increased
job growth in recent years. Much of the xmprovement in‘our nation’s trade balance can be
linked to the enactment of several free trade agreements {(e.g., Chile, Singapore, Australia,
Istael, and Jordan), thus our bel lief in an aggressive expansion of foreign markets for U.5.
go‘c‘ads' and services beginning with South Korea, Colombia, and Panama.

We must think holistically about international trade and recognize that world trade can
cause economic adjustments that require training and temporary support to individuals in
impacted industries. Assuch, the TAA program, which was first established in 1963, is a
critical program to move in tandem with free trade agreements in order to help: American
workers adapt to changes in the global marketplace and assist them in securing new’
opportunities in which they can excel.



Since 1974, Congress has granted every U.S. President fast-track trade negotiation
authority. President Obama shouid hold the same authority to conclude complex trade
agreements in a timely manner that can keep pace with our global competitors. Without
fast-track authority, the United States’ ability to expand and open markets around the world
is constrained significantly, and U.S. businesses and agricultural producers will likely lose
market opportunities and jobs to other countries. '

Strong bipartisan leadership is needed to create opportunities for America’s workers. We
stand ready to further support you in those efforts.

Sincerely,

Gox)roz‘ bber;t Bentley
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